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CHRISTIAN CONFIDENCE. 


PSALM ix. 10. 


AND THEY THAT KNOW THY NAME, WILL PUP 
THEIR TRUST IN THEE: FOR THOU, LORD, 
HAST NOT FORSAKEN THEM THAT SEEK THERE. 


HE truths and An of the 


goſpel are of the utmoſt moment 
and importance to the ſinful poſterity of 
Adam. Theſe are the only foundations 
on which we can build our hopes: and 
from theſe alone can we derive any ſpi- 
ritual encouragement or comfort. Bleſſed 


be God! they are clearly revealed, they 


are amply confirmed, and ſtrongly recom- 
B I 


4 CHRISTIAN CONFIDENCE. 
mended to our regard. The Lox D him- 
ſelf ſpeaks to us: and his voice proclaims 
the richeſt grace. He ſpeaks to us by 
the revelation of his word—by the inti- 
' mations of his Spirit—and by the experi- 
ence of his own people. Theſe unite 
this day in calling our aftention to the | 
words of the text—words that F have 
read in compliance with the requeſt, the 
repeated requeſt of that eminent Chriſtian, 
that aged member of this church, whoſe 
mortal remains ſome of us, in the courſe 
of the paſt week, have ſeen depoſited in 
the cold and ſilent grave. An experience 
of divine grace—a perſonal acquaintance 
with its riches, power and ſufficiency, in- 
duced him to bear this teſtimony to the 
goodneſs of God. Oh that it may prove 
an excitement to us! And that when 
the time of our diffolution draws nigh, 
from a like review, we may be enabled 
to give a ſimilar witneſs for God! 


Although the occaſion on which this 
Pſalm was s penned, and the meaning of its 
title, 
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title, are uncertain, yet its contents ſhew the 
deſign of David in it. This was, to 
celebrate the divine goodneſs that had 
been difplayed in enabling him to triumph 
over his enemies—and to recommend a 
gracious God to the eſteem and depen- 
dence of others. Accordingly, after men- 
tioning the glorious ſalvation he had ob- 
tained, and the reſolutions of his foul 
reſpecting the teſtimonies of gratitude to 
the God who effected it, he recommends 
the ſufficiency of God to the dependence 
of his people, and repreſents the influence 
that an acquaintance with him would 
have on the ſoul. Had the Lord inter- 


poſed for him? Had he executed his 


judgments in the deſtruction of his ſer- 
vant's enemies? He is the unchanging 


God, and will avenge the cauſe of the 


righteous ſtill. Verſe 7. But the Lord 
ſhall endure for ever; he hath ,prepared 


his throne for judgment.” Had he ſought 


ſecurity and ſafety from the Lord, in a 
time of trouble and threatening danger? 


Had he experienced his grace in ſcreening 


him from- all the evils, to which in-the 
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time of trial, he had been expoſed ? Such 
grace was yet ready to be manifeſted, 
and the character of God ſecured its 
communication. Verſe 9g. The Lorp 
alſo will be a refuge for the oppreſſed: 
a refuge in times of trouble.” The pre- 
ſent life is a ſeaſon for trouble : the pre- 
ſent world is a place for it : troubles of 
1 various kinds here attend, and here try 
uus. © Man,” ſays the inſpired writer, 
is born to trouble, as the ſparks fly up- 
ward,” Job v. 7. But JEHovan is the 
refuge of- his people; and, reſorting to 
him, they obtain that ſupport, preſerva- 
tion, and deliverance, they need. Such 
a revelation of divine grace demands 
a ſuitable improvement. It ought to af- 
fect the hearts of thoſe to whom it is 
made; yea a proper acquaintance with it 
will be diſcovered by the frame and diſ- 
poſition of the ſoul that attains it. * And 
they that know thy name, will put their 
truſt in thee : for thou, LorD, haſt not 
forſaken them that ſeek thee.” This is 
the ſubject that now demands our atten- 
tion, and which I ſhall endeavour to im- 
| prove, 
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prove, to our mutual ſpiritual advantage, 
on the preſent ſolemn occaſion, by con- 
ſidering it as containing 


THE TESTIMONY OF A DYING BE- 
LIEVER TO THE GRACE AND FAITH- 
FULNESS OF A COVENANT Gon. 


By wins 8 I ſhall endeavour 
to ſet before ”_ | 


I. The character and deſcription of the 
perſons that are made partakers of ſpe- 
clal grace, N 


II. The ſpiritual exerciſe in which 
they are engaged. 


III. The glorious encouragement they 
have to animate them in this ſpiritual 
exerciſe. A few thoughts for the illuſ- 
tration of theſe things ſhall lead to ſome 
application. And through the whole, I 
ſhall aim to reſpect the occaſion of our 


attending to this paſſage, I am to ſhew, 
| 39 I. What 
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8 | CHRISTTAN CONFIDENCE, | | | 
I. What is contained in the character 


given in my text: or how they are de- 
ſcribed who are the partakers of ſaving 
grace. They are ſuch as“ Know the 


name of the Lord.” © 


Happy attainment indeed! A privi- 
lege that cannot be ſufficiently valued, or 
too ſtrongly deſired ! Here the applica- 


tion of ſaving grace begins: and this is 


the introduction to glorious diſcoveries, 
important exereiſes, and exalted delights. 
To know, love, and praife the name of 


God, is the employment of the heavenly 


inhabitants. Theſe ſee the wonders of 
his name—they are affected with the 
glories contained in it—their joys ariſe 
from an immediate view of it—and this 
affords them matter of unceaſing praiſe, 
Bleſſed be God! it is an attainment not 
confined to heaven. There are many 


diſcoveries of the © LoRD's name” made 
to the children of men: and ſo far does 


divine grace remove that ignorance and 


darkneſs in which all are by nature in- 


volved, 
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volved, that, of ſome it may truly be faid, 
+ They know the name of the Log.” - 


Two inquiries may here be made, viz. 

What is meant by the name of the 
Loxp? And what is the nature of a 
ſaving knowledge of this name? 


1. What are we to underſtand by the 
name of the LoRD, the knowledge of 
which is attained by his people? 


The term is variouſly uſed in the ſa- 
| cred writings. In the text it may in- 
tend, 85 | 5 


The manifeſtation that God makes of 
himſelf in the perſon and mediation of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Sinners may know 
much of the perfections of God, and ſpell 
out much of his glory, by a contempla- 
tion of his works; but to obtain fal- 
vation, they muſt know his name in Chriſt, 
and converſe with him in and through 
the Mediator. The whole goſpel is a 

= 8+ _ diſplay 
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diſplay of this name of the LoRD. This 


is the means appointed to communicate 


the true knowledge of it; and it is made 


effectual for imparting this bleſſing to 


ſinners. Conſidering this expreſſion, as 
particularly relating to the diſcoveries of 


himſelf made by God in the Redeemer, 


his name may be variouſiy interpreted. 


\ 


He ts the God of providentd and grace. 


Thus is he celebrated by the Pſalmiſt. 


As the God of providence, he reſtrained 
the power of his enemies, ſubdued them 
before him, and effected his temporal 


ſalvation.— As the God of grace, he 
was the refuge of his ſoul; and the ſup- 
plier of all his ſpiritual wants. The 


ſame name he till bears, and by the 
ſame character does he now reveal him- 
ſelf to his people. As the God of pro- 


vidence, he directs all their preſent 
concerns—ſends the proſperity he ſees 


proper for them—meaſures out all their 
afflictions removes theſe when his de- 


: ſigned end is s accompliſhed—appoints the 


= bounds 
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bounds of their habitations in the pre- 
ſent world —and orders the time, the 
means, and all the circumſtances, attend- 
ing their departure from it. My 
times, ſaid David, © are in thy hand” 
—Pfalm xxxi. 15. As the God of grace, 
he pardons their repeated iniquities—con- 
tinues them in his love—communicates 
all ſpiritual ſupplies—animates them with 
ſoul - conſolations and joys promotes 
their welfare by every diſpenſation—and 
at length ſeats them on thrones of ever- 
laſting glory. What a precious name of 
our God is this! Connected with it Is, 


| His name as a covenant God. Such 
he js to every believer in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. It is his own promiſe, Jer. xxxi. 
33.—* J will be their God, and they 
ſhall be my people,” What tongue can 


tell, what heart can conceive, the bleſſed- 


neſs contained in this relation ! It 
is a bleſſedneſs which heaven alone can 
fully diſcover. Thoſe who are in- 
tereſted 1 in it have all divine perfections 
engaged 


A 
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engaged for them, and all divine promiſes 
fecured to them: God is and will be their 
e verlaſting portion: and the immediate 
enjoyment of Father, Son and Spirit ſhall 
be their eternal felicity. Pſalm cxliv. 1 5. 
—“ Yea, happy is that people whoſe 
God is the Lox p.“ This is the grand 
privilege of the goſpel- eorenant: and a 
very comprehenſive one it is. It con- 
tains all things—it enſures all bleffings— 
it will ſatisfy the moſt enlarged deſires of 
the ſoul for ever. Other things might 
here have been mentioned ; but I muſt 


paſs on. 


2. What is the nature of that know- 
Jedge of God's name which characterizes 
the perſons mentioned in the text ? 


Glorious as this © name of the Loy” 
is, we can derive no benefit or comfort 
from it, unleſs we be brought to Ine it. 
The promiſe of grace that has been al- 
ready quoted, is followed with another 
precious declaration, fer. xxxi. 34.— 

5 1 
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© They ſhall all know me, from the 
leaſt of them to the greazeſt of them, faith 
the Lok p.“ 


This knowledge of the Loxp's name is 
not ſpeculative, but ſpiritual. It is at- 
tained by the teaching of the Holy Spirit. 
He opens the underſtandings of ſinners, 
and cauſes them to diſcern the glories of 
his name. This was the ſubſtance of 
Chriſt's promiſe. John xvi. 14.—* He 
ſhall glorify me, for he ſhall receive of 
mine, and ſhall ſhew it unto you.” It is 
| Impoſſible for any to obtain this know- 
ledge without the illumination of the 
bleſſed Spirit. Miniſters cannot impart it 
— godly friends cannot communicate it 
yea, the diſcoveries and ordinances of the 
goſpel can never infuſe it into a ſoul, un- 
leſs they be attended with a divine inffu- 
ence. 1 Cor. ii. 14.—“ But the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God, for they are fooliſhneſs unto 
him: neither can he know them, becauſe 


they are ſpiritually diſcerned,” Compare 
f this 
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this with 2 Cor. iv. 6. For God who 
' commanded the light to ſhine out of dark- 
neſs, hath ſhined in our hearts 10 give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt.” When 
this grace has been diſplayed, glorious 
manifeſtations have broken in upon the 
ſoul. It has ſeen what was utterly eon- 
cealed from it before—it has felt that to 
which it was a ſtranger before. For, 


This knowledge is influential. It does 
not leave the man unaffected, or in a 
careleſs unconcerned ſtate. But it hum- 
bles the ſoul before God—it engages the 
heart for þim—it enlivens the affections 
toward him—it fixes in the choice of. 
him—draws forth deſires after him— 
and deadens every enjoyment in com- 
pariſon of his preſence and love, T his is 
to © know the name of the Loxy.” 


I would juſt recommend to your notice 
here, 


A diſtinction 
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A diſtinction betwixt that knowlege ge 


God's name that excites ſinners, at firſt, 
to ſeek his grace, and that which encou- 
rages believers, in their repeated applica- 
tions to him. In their zature theſe agree: 


but in the medium of their attainment they : 
differ. The firſt diſcovery is, by the reve- 


lation of God's word; the latter is for- 
warded by the ſoul's experience: it has 
aged the grace of God, it has an evidence 

in itſelf of the truth of his name, and is 


thereby confirmed in its adherence to him. 


1 n to conſider, 


II. The ſpiritual exerciſe in which * 


are engaged, who * know the name of 
the LORD: or the effect this knowledge | 


produces in them. They that know 
thy name, will put their truſt in thee.” 


True faith is founded in knowledge. 
We muſt know the object of our conh- 
dence, before we can, with ſatisfaction, 


place our dependence on him. It was 


the Apofile's language, 2 Tim. i. 12.— 
8 1 know 
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16 | CHRISTIAN CONFIDENCE. 8 
4 ] know whom I have believed.” It 
| was not an wknown Jeſus, into whoſe 
hands he had committed his ſpiritual con- 
cerns. He had been bleſſed with a ſaving 
knowledge of him—a diſcovery of his 
perſon, his infinite merits, his faithfulneſs, 
his almighty power and grace. Hence 
ke could add, © I am perſuaded that he 
is able to keep that which 1 have com- 
mitted unto him againſt that day.” Thus 
a knowledge of Jehovah's name in Chriſt 
leads the foul to, and engages its truſt in 
him. A few particulars I ſhall briefly 
mention here : bo 


1. This truſt in God may reſpe& the 
ſalvation of the ſoul in general. They 
truſt in him, they depend on him, for all 
Having bleſſings; and his name in Chriſt 
is the only encouragement to their hope 
of obtaining them. In an awful and af- 
fecting condition is the convinced ſinner. 
Sin being ſet home on the conſciences of 
ſuch, their peace is deſtroyed—their fears 
are rouſed—their apprehenſions of divine 

ke + vengeance 


CHRISTIAN CONFIDENCE, BE + 


vengeance are ſtrong—and the terrors of 
God's wrath become inſupportable. In 
this caſe help can come from God alone : 
and the knowledge of his name will ex- 
eite the ſoul's truſt in Him. That was a 
pleaſing deſcription of himſelf which the 
Lord gave to Moſes, after he had trem- 
bled at the awful appearances on Mount 
Sinai, and dreaded the Lord's avenging 
his own cauſe, on ſinning 1frae!, Exod. 
xxxiv. 5, 6. —* And the LoRD deſcended | 
in the cloud, and ſtood with him there, 
and proclaimed the name of the LoRD.— 
© The Lokp, the LORD Gop, merciful 
and gracious, long- ſuffering and abundant 
in goodneſs and truth.” Such is the 
gracious deſign of the goſpel. It reveals 


the name of God to be mercy. And it 


evidences the ſoul's acquaintance with 
this name, when the mercy of God in 
Chriſt is its only dependence before him 
hen every other plea is renounced 
and when grace, grace is all its cry. 
With this name the publican converſed, 
and he me its tufficiency, Luke 

xviii. 13. 
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xviii. 13.—“ God be merciful to me 4 


ſinner !” 


2. This truſt may include, the com-- 
mitting all our concerns into God's hand, 
and leaving them at kis diſpoſal. That 
was a pleaſing and important direction 
which Eliphaz gave to Job, chap. v. 8. 
I would ſeek unto God, and unto God 
would I commit my cauſe.” Such an 
exerciſe becomes us, and is always 
| advantageous to the ſoul. It thus 
throws of much of its preſent burdens 
from itſelf, upon its God—iFrelieved from 
anxious carking cares—and may expect a 
happy iſſue. This diſpoſition of ſoul, is 
promoted . by the knowledge of Jehovah's 
name. His name is wwi/dom—his name 
is /aithfulneſs and grace. Theſe are en- 
gaged, in Chriſt, for his people, and en- 

courage their ſubmiſſion to him. Where 
can my concerns be ſo ſafe, as in the 

hand of God! or where can I leave them, 
but with him! I truſt in him, I ſubmit 
to him, I deſire to be diſpoſed of, accord- 
| ing 
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ing to his will, and cheerfully, to acqui- 7 


eſce in his ſovereign determination. It 
was the language of David, 2 Sam. 
xxiv. 14. Let us fall now into the 
hand of the Loxp, for his mercies are 
great —A ſaving knowledge of his name 
will make that the e of our ſouls t 


too. 


I « 


© This ruſt includes, the ſoul's reſt 


in God when created enjoyments and 


comforts fall. Creatures are but ſtreams, 
ſoon and often dried up: in them there is 
not any continuance, What diſappoint- 
ments, what chaſms in our enjoyments, 
what interruptions to our joy and peace, 
do bereavements, with which we are vi- 
ſited, occaſion! Our relief is in the 
Lord, and a knowledge of his name will 
lead us to truſt in him. Amidſt all pre- 
ſent changes, he continues the ſame 
his name is, the all.ſalfcient God —and an 
acquaintance with it will fix the ſoul's 
dependence on him. Into what a de- 


ſolate and ſolitary ſtate am I brought 
c. My 
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My neareſt relations and my deareſt 
friends are removed from me: death has 


deprived me of their company, converſe, . 
advice and prayers. I have only to re- 
collect former enjoyments, and ſay, they 
are gone. Bleſſed be my God, he ſtill 
lives; and has an infinite fulneſs to ſup- 


ply all my needs. To him I look—on 


him my expectations are fixed and from 
him I hope to receive whatever is need- 


; ful, whatever 1 can deſire.” 


4. This truſt includes, the foul s cleav- 
ing to the Loxp, whatever darkneſs at- 
tends his diſpenſations here. Providences, 
in the view even of God's own people, do 
not always ſeem to agree with his piomiſes. 


To the eye of fenſe there appears a con- 


tradition betwixt them: the promiſe 
ſpeaks love, the providence breathes wrath. 
80 ſpiritual darkneſs ſometimes comes 
over the ſoul ; doubts ariſe, fears prevail, 


and all dence, of divine favour are 


gone. This is a ſeaſon for faith: and a 
knowledge of Jehovah' s name will ex- 
| 4 cite 
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eite the ſoul's truſt in him. What an 


evidence of this have we, in the language 
and reſolution of Job, chap. Xi. 1 5. 


© Though he ſlay me, yet will J truſt in | 


him.” — Where can I look, but to my 
God? may the believer ſay. Where 


can I find refuge but in him? I know 


that from any other quarter I ſhall ſeek it 
in vain. I will therefore truſt in him; 


will cleave to him.—I look to his gu 
for ſupport, under all preſent darkneſs.— 
I look to him to make even this trial profit- 


able to me, and its iflue the light of eternal 


L glory to my benighted ſoul.” In a word, 


5. This truſt reſpects the important 


hour of death. That is a trying ſeaſon ; 


but againſt all its horrors the name of the 
Lord affords relief. To commit his de- 


parting ſpirit into the hand of God, is a 


ſtrong act of the believer's truſt : But 


Jehovah's. name, promiſes, and grace, 


abundantly warrant it. See an inſtance in 


Pſalm xxxi. 5. Into thine hand I com- 


| mit my ſpirit : thou haſt redeemed me, O 
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22 | CHRISTIAN CONFIDENCE. 

Loxp God-of truth.” - When the ſoul, 
as a late writer expreſſes himſelf, © is ho- 
vering in the laſt moments of its ſepara- 


tion; when it is juſt entering on another 


| ſtate of exiſtence, to converſe with ſcenes 
and objects, and companions, that are al- 
together new; what can ſupport her, 


under ſuch tremblings of thought, ſuch 
fear, ſuch anxiety, ſuch apprehenſions, 


but the caſting of all her cares upon him, 
who firſt gave her being, who has con- 


duced her through one ſtage of it, and 


will be always with her to guide and com- 


fort her, in her progreſs EE eter- 
nity?' * 


"ry is the truſt that is predict by the 
knowledge of Jehovah's name. This 
brings us to contemplate, $2.1 


III. The glorious encouragement that 
believers have, to animate them in this 
ſpiritual, exerciſe. —* For thou, Lox, 
Fane forſaken them that ſeek thee.” 


* SpeQator, No. 441. 


i 


1 ä 


9” 


N bim. Intimating, 


That their eb; 18 attended with a dili- 


gent uſe of all the means of grace. They 
ſeek him” in the ways of his own ap- 


pointment. They ſeek him” in the. 
ordinances of his houſe—in the various. 
exerciſes of religion public and private. 


6 They ſeek him, by conſulting tus 


promiſes—living on them—and pleading 
them with God. Do they ſeek him in 
vain? Their experience bears a teſtimo- 
ny to his grace; for He has never for- 
ſaken them.” Reſpecting this glorious 


privilege, 1. can only obſerve, | 


1. That it does not exclude 3 
withdrawings. To theſe, real chriſtians 
are ſubject, in this ſtate of diſtance. The 


intimations of God's love are ſometimes 


withheld, and the terrors of his wrath 


diſtract them: But, though he withdraw, 


he does not forlake ; his love is the ſame, 
CY when 
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Here is another character or deſcription 
of the people of God. „They ſeek 


24 CHRISTIAN CONFIDENCE. 


when he frowns, as when he ſmiles, ; 


Pfalm Ixxxix. 33. — Nevertheleſs my 
loving kindneſs will J not utterly take 


from him; nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to 
fall,” * The declaration includes, We 
The conflint communication of all 
as grace and love to them that is effec- 
tual to accompliſh the purpoſes of their 
ſalvation. Do they truſt in God, for 
ſupport? This is afforded to them. Da 
they depend on him, to do them good? 
All his preſent diſpenſations are ſanctified, 
and made inſtrumental to their ſpiritual 
welfare. Sometimes enlivening manifeſt- 
ations are afforded—fpiritual joys are dit. 
fuſed through their ſouls—and they rife 
to a holy triumph in God. To all the 
people of God that truth will at length 
apply, Pſalm cvii. 7. And he led them 
forth by the right way : that they might 
80 to a 4d of habitation, ( 


os This privilege may be conſidered, 


as the Lok p's anſwering to his name. A 
knows 


25 
knowledge of this name excites. his peo- 
ple to truſt in him; and the diſplay of 
this grace ſhews, that their truſt is well x 
founded—that it is fixed on a God who 
is able to help them, willing to bleſs them, 

and whoſe glory is connected with their 
_ everlaſting ſalvation. 
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Hane offered theſe brief hints, on a 
ſubject that would have admitted of much 
greater enlargement, I ſhall now cloſe, 
with ſome account;of our departed friend; 
and ſome Adele which this ſubject 


and providence in connection afford. 


| It. was at the requeſt of Mr. Matthew 
Fack/on, lately removed from our world 
to a better, that I have called your atten- 
tion, to this ſubje&, this day. And, al- 
though I am no friend to funeral enco- 
miums, yet, when I conſider the ſingular 
advantage of which he was the inſtrument 
to the intereſt of Chriſt in this place, I 
cannot ſatisfy myſelf, without a particular 
notice of him. | 
I: C4 Wh 


e po carrsTIAN CONFIDENCE. 


"It was, by a ſingular interpoſition of 
Providence, that his lot was caſt in this 
neighbourhood, contrary”. to his own de- 
| fires, intentions, and views. But here 
the Lord deſigned to make him an inſtru- 
ment of advancing his own glory. He 
entered into church-communion, in this 
place, March 2, 1735 nearly 58 years 
ago, when the Rev, Mr. Chapman was 
paſtor. And although placed by Pro- 

vidence in a private ſtation, . he was 
made in this place a public good. At 
the death of Mr. Chapman a mini- 
ſter was choſen here, whoſe ſentiments 
were in his opinion not purely evangeli- 
A yet | he magght it his duty to continue, 
improving, as he expreſſed it, hat 
he heard that was agreeable to the goſpel, 
and leaving the reſt,” When it pleaſed 
God, again, to open the door, he was 
chiefly inſtrumental in procuring the 
choice of my late highly valued and juſtly 
reſpected tutor, the Rev, Dr. John Walker, 
This he did, in oppoſition to one who, 
as he thought, entertained and taught 
thoſe degrading ſentiments of our Lord 


Jeſus = 
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Jeſus Chriſt which rob him of his proper 


deity, and reduce him to the rank of an 

exalted creature. To preſerve an evan» 
þ gelical miniſtry, here, was the deſire of 
his heart, and, on this occaſion, he ob- 
tained his wiſh, he ſucceeded in his de- 


fign. Neither do I conſidet it as a mall 
Honour that has been conferred on my- 
ſelf, when I reflect, how anxious he was, 


and how earneſt, with me, to engage my 
acceptance of the call to the paſtoral of- 
fice in this place: and when I conſider 
that tender regard he has ſhewn to me 
ever {ince—that hearty ſympathy he has 
ever manifeſted under all my perſonal and 


relative trials—and that | ſincere affection 
to which even his dying breath gave te 


| timony, 


\ * 


5 With reſpect to this excellent man's 
private character.— It | exemplified the 


truth contained in the text; being one in 
whom all the chriſtian graces clearly ſhone 
forth. He knew the name of the Lokp, 
and there he placed his truſt. God in 
Chriſt was the object of his confidence; 
and 


* 


* ” 
* 
6 


* Py . 
* 
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and from him he derived his hope. 1 
have not, ſaid he fo me, about three 
days before his departure, I have. not 
gone into thoſe exceſſes of wickedneſs 
that ſome have done. But that 1s not my 
righteouſneſs. My dependence is only 
on my dear Redeemer, and, through him 
1 look for everlaſting life. — Neither did 
| his © God forſake him.” He enjoyed a 
remarkable ſhare of inward peace and ſe- 
renity. He walked, with God, and the 
light of his countenance was hardly ever 
removed from him. It was eſpecially his 
enjoyment in the near views of death. 
He met the change, with compoſure, 
confidence, and joy. Without a cloud 
on his ſoul, without a dimneſs on his 
evidences for heaven, without an aſſault- 
ing temptation to diſturb his peace, he 
paſſed through the laſt trial, and fell aſleep 
in Jeſus, © I have, ſaid he, no fear 
of death; for I know in whom I have 
believed: and I deſire to be with Chriſt 
* which is far better than continuing here.“ 
Under the removal of ſuch friends, how 
| ought we to bleſs God, for the hope that. 
DN 
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they are not loſt to us; but, that we ſhall 


: meet Tony hereafter, in glory! 


* 


2 ' 


1. It points out, to ſinners, the neceſ- 


ſity and advantage of an acquaintance 


with God's name, of an experience of 


divine grace. Hear the ery from the 


dying bed of this eminent believer. Sin- 


ners, your happineſs is in God. Tou 


know not what you flight while you re- 
Jet him. I can tell you what he has 


done for me, I can declare his all-ſufft- 


ciency and infinite mercy, for I have ex- 
perienced them; and witneſs his readi- 
neſs to ſhew the ſame to you. Such lan- 
guage is now founded in your ears: May 
grace bring you ſavingly to attend to it! 


Should you continue careleſs and uncon- 
cerned, a very different portion will be 


your's. Remember, the name of God 


is vengeance ; and that you ſhall know by 
experience, This will make a dying-bed 
peculiarly 


tuck an pts ſpeaks loudly GO. 
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30 " CHRISTIAN coxrIDENcxE. 
_ peculiarly awful, and death the gate to 
judgment — the entrance into an everlaſt- 

ing hell. Having the means of grace, : 
then, be concerned. to improve them— 
Improve them, by ſeeking an intereſt in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and in God as the h 
God of falvation . bim. N 2 | 


In a. l manner, let me recom- 
mend this concern, to the young to the 
riſing generation. What an encourage- 
ment, my young friends, hath this day 
been ſet before you. An encouragement, 
early to devote yourſelves to God and to 
his Chriſt. Can you do this too ſoon? 
Can you engage in the ſervice of God too 
early? Be aſſured, that this will never 
be matter of repentance to you. Rather 
it will give you occaſion, for the ſame 
reflection that our deceaſed friend made 
to my dear children, when they were 
ſtanding by his dying bed, and which, 
like dying Jacob, he joined with his bleſ- 
ſing; © I have ſerved a good maſter, and 
he' does not nom forſake me.. May your 

17 earlieſt 
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| earlieſt days be devoted to the Lord! 
May the time of your youth be ſpent in 
his ſervice! Then ſhall you know, ex- 


perimentally, the truth contained in thoſe 
lines * the 1 ingenious Dr. Watti— 


Thus I'm epd for longer u 
* Or fit for early death.. 


oP This ſubject . providence ſpeak 
e to the people of God. 
The experience of one believer is an en- 
couragement to others. Hear its cry, on 


the preſent occaſion. I muſt bear my 


teſtimony to the grace and faithfulneſs of 
a covenant God. Through a long pil- 
grimage he has been my ſupport from 
all its dangers he has defended me un- 
der all its trials he has upheld me—and 
adminiſtered comforts to me. - Fellow- 
travellers in the road to heaven, I am 
near the end of my journey, but never 
have I found my God to fail me. What- 
ever, then, are your lets, be not diſcou- 
"_— Continue en to the Lord, 


hoping | 
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3 CHRISTIAN CONFIDENCE. 

hoping in the Lord, truſting in the Lord; | 

and you ſhall find. his grace to be ſuffi 
cient t for pom” Once more. il 


3 This ſubject and providence call us, 
to admire the grace, and extol the name 
of the Lord. The God of the believer's 
ſalvation muſt and will be the object of 
bis praiſe. Contemplate | our departed 
friend, as from a dying bed, directing the 
addreſs to you: * Come and praiſe the 
Lord. Come and conſider his wondrous | 
works. Come and unite with me in ex- 
tolling him. I am an evidence of the 
reality and ſufficiency of his grace; and 
I want to engage you in his praiſe.” The 
prevalence of ſuch a diſpoſition would 
prove a bleſſed preparative for a better 
world. There {hall all the ſaints meet, 
and to eternity join, in the higheſt ſtrains 
of praiſe, to the God of their ſalvation. 


I conchude, with a word to thoſe who 
ſtatedly attend on the miniſtry of the 


goſpel in this Place. 
; Some 
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Some bear the honourable name of 


church-members. I cannot, my friends, 
but conſider the ſolemn providence that | 


I have been now attempting to improve, 
as a loud call to myſelf. The laſt mem- 
ber is now removed, that was here, when 


I came firſt to this place. In him I have 


loſt a praying friend. But, while I de- 


pend on an unchanging Jeſus, 'I look to 


you, to co-operate by your prayers and 
endeavours, for the glory of God, and 
the proſperity of his intereſt. Let me 
recommend our deceaſed friend, as an 
example. Study to imitate him. Your 
attempts, through grace, ſhall not be in 
vain.— Eſpecially, remember his love for 


the goſpel, and his concern for its con- 


tinuance. I know, that a period muſt 
be put to my labours here; and that my 
mouth will ere long be ſtopped by death. 
Whenever this is ordered in providence, 
I charge you—by your love to your own 
ſouls—by your obligations to promote 
the glory of Chriſt—I charge you—as ye 
ſhall anſwer it, at the dread tribunal af 

| | the 
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the univerſal judge, that a ſtrict regard 5 


be had to evangelical principles, and that 


none be admited 7uto this pulpit, who do | 
not preach the pure goſpel of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt. Thus may you expect a 
bleſſing; and hope, that your fouls mall 


be nouriſhed to erde! life. | 


As fot you; my friends, who have not 
yet given yourſelves to the Lord, in a 


church- relation, let this providence ani- 
mate and excite you to it. Could I de- 


ſcribe the joys and pleaſures our departed 
friend experienced, in commemorating 
the dying love of the dear Redeemer, 


would you refrain from reſolving to ſeek 


the ſame? I have heard him ſpeak of 
them, in exalted ſtrains. Now he has 
entered on an eternal communion-ſab- 
bath, and inherits a fulneſs of joy, for. 


ever. But his enjoyments ſpeak to you. 


May his removal be ſanctified to us! 
And may we all meet and praiſe with 
him, in glory for ever! Amen. 


APPEN- 


AS nothing can tend more to the en- 


couragement of believers, than a review 


of the gracious appearances which the 


Lord makes for his people, eſpecially 
when their diſſolution draws;near, I take 
the liberty of ſubjoining the following 
brief account of Mrs. Sarah Fackſen, 
the wife -of my much eſteemed friend, 
who died Dec. 122 TS 


About the age of have: it pleaſed 
God to give her ſome ſaving experience 
of his grace upon her ſoul. And, about 
twenty, ſhe gave up herſelf to God, ac- 
cording to the inſtitution of the goſpel. 
* I had then,” ſaid he, ſeen what' a 
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36 APPENDIX. | | 
vile ſinful heart I had; but, I hope that 


I. was then enabled to cloſe truly with 
Chriſt.” It pleaſed God to viſit her 


with a very heavy, long, and painful 


illneſs, which ſhe bore with great pa- 
tience and reſignation. This was ſucceed- 
ed, with a very great deafneſs; an infir- 
mity uſed, by the enemy, as a cauſe of 
many temptations: but, under all, her re- 
ſort was to Jeſus, and her dependence 


was fixed on him.—Her laſt illneſs was 


peculiarly trying; but, the grace of her 
God was abundant toward her, This 


appears from the following declarations 


which ſhe was enabled to make. I 
have been much exerciſed with the fears 
of death; but I have now got above 
them. Jeſus has procured redemption. — 
God's goodneſs to me is great. I have 
great reaſon to be thankful, for he has 
made himſelf known to me. Laſt night, 


particularly, I had as much as I could 


bear. The ſpirit has witneſſed that I 
am a child of God.“ Lord enlarge the 
veſſel.— At another time, I am a poor 


dying 
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APPENDIX. 15 a 37 
dying creature; but I long now to be 


diſmiſſed. I ſee my intereſt in a dear 


. Redeemer clear. I have a good hope 


through grace—a good hope indeed it is. 
All theſe years, I have been looking, and 
now in death I keep looking, for the 
mercy of God in Chriſt unto eternal life. 
O my God! whatever thou takeſt ſrom 


me, take not thyſelf from me, Father, 


Son, and Holy Ghoſt.” 


To the above I was witneſs; and, 
ſhould the Lord be pleaſed to bleſs the re- 
cital to the comfort ana encouragement 
of any, my heart's deſire will be granted, 
and his ſhall be all the _ 
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